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FOREWORD

This collection of folksong arrangements is part of the Queensland Kodály Choir Legacy Project. The 
purpose of this project is to foster choral singing, not only in Australia, but also, in broader terms, to 
support singing around the globe. The choir has engaged outstanding musician-composers to develop 
choral material which is accessible, but musically interesting; easily sung without being trite; and with 
text that expresses something of the spirit of the people. Indeed, it is intended that these songs capture and 
express the industry and aspiration of many people across a range of contexts. 

It is important to recognise that the folksongs in this collection originated in, or were brought to Australia, 
during the colonial period, and that, as a nation, we now understand that this was a period of appropriation, 
domination and genocide. 

We say sorry to Australia’s First Peoples and acknowledge that much harm was done during this time. 

However, it is equally important to recognise that European settlement in Australia was initially established 
as a means of dealing with burgeoning numbers of British convicts. Irish nationals, in particular, were 
over-represented in the processes of incarceration and transport, with the loss of homeland and belonging 
still resonating through the archive. While many never survived the brutal conditions, the few who were 
pardoned were cast into a world that provided little real freedom or self-determination. The spirit of rebellion 
remained evident in many of the songs and it seems that life for the majority of early European Australians 
was characterised by hardship, oppression and adversity. The unforgiving environment, unpredictable 
climate, lack of infrastructure and isolation meant that those who sought to sustain themselves on the land 
battled to survive. Australia’s remoteness was no guarantee of protection from global geo-political forces 
and indeed, stirrings in Britain and Europe all had significant impacts in the new world.  

The hardship of life in a new colony is writ large in this collection, and themes of struggle, loss, oppression 
and rebellion appear repeatedly. The universality of the human condition is foregrounded here and the songs 
serve to remind us of the inevitability of challenge in our lives, both past and present. It is the understanding 
of the shared human experience which underscores the value of these songs, not as a celebration of great 
global power, but as a call for solidarity with all who suffer injustice, marginalisation and a lack of respect. 
Indeed, such songs are less an endorsement of the past, but rather serve more powerfully as a signpost 
towards a more enlightened and fulfilling future for all.

Most of the titles in the Anthology are presented in two or more arrangements, across a variety of different 
voicings. This has been done with the express purpose of making the songs accessible to choirs of varying 
ages, abilities and vocal mixes. Available in a two-part Anthology and also as individual titles, each of the 
arrangements is supplemented by performance notes, a glossary of terms, and rehearsal tracks.

I welcome the publication of these arrangements and resources, and it is my earnest hope that they will be 
further welcomed by choral directors and singers across this country, and even beyond – indeed by all those 
who value the art of choral music and who believe that the past holds valuable messages for us here in the 
present and into the future. 

Dr James Cuskelly OAM
Director, Cuskelly College of Music
Past President, International Kodály Society
Adjunct Professor, University of Queensland (School of Education)

30 May 2023
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

ANDY’S GONE WITH CATTLE
The original words (they were re-worked several times) for 
this song were written by the well-known Australian writer/
poet Henry Lawson and published in The Australian Town and 
Country Journal�RQ����2FWREHU�������6L[�ZHHNV�ODWHU��D�VHTXHO��
Andy’s Return, was published in the same journal.

Lawson was born in 1867 in a tent on the New South Wales 
JROG¿HOGV��WKH�VRQ�RQ�D�1RUZHJLDQ�IDWKHU�DQG�DQ�(QJOLVK�PRWKHU��
+H�H[SHULHQFHG�D�UDWKHU�PLVHUDEOH�FKLOGKRRG�RQ�D�SRRU�EXVK�
IDUP�LQ�ZKDW�LV�QRZ�ZHVWHUQ�6\GQH\�DQG�WKLV�JUHDWO\�LQÀXHQFHG�
the subject matter of many of his later writings.

The action described in this poem takes place during a period 
of severe drought, when Andy is forced to take a job droving 
FDWWOH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�¿QDQFLDOO\�VXVWDLQ�KLV�IDPLO\��7KH�SRHP�
UHÀHFWV�RQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�OHIW�EHKLQG�RQ�WKHLU�VPDOO�
VHOHFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�$XVWUDOLDQ�2XWEDFN��'URYLQJ�ZDV�D�GLI¿FXOW�DQG�
sometimes dangerous occupation, affecting both the drovers and 
the families they left behind, often for long periods of time.

SSAA
This is an a cappella version, which may be sung down a tone, 
in F Major, if desired.

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\���

SSA and 2-PART
These arrangements, with piano accompaniment, contain an a 
cappella section from Bar 54 to the end. However, an optional 
piano accompaniment can be used, if desired, at the discretion of 
the conductor. Both pieces may also be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\�

THE BANKS OF THE CONDAMINE
The Banks of the Condamine is sung as a duet between Willie 
(a man eager to join his shearing mates in one of the sheds) and 
his beloved Nancy (who pleads to go with him rather than being 
left behind). There are several different versions of this popular 
VRQJ��IRU�H[DPSOH��LQ�VRPH�YHUVLRQV��WKH�PDQ�LV�JRLQJ�WR�MRLQ�KLV�
mates at a horse-breaking camp instead of a shearing shed.

7KLV�VRQJ�ZDV�¿UVW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�The Queenslander in 1894 as 
Banks of the Riverine, referencing an area in southern New 
South Wales. The words appear to be a make-over of a 19th 
Century British ballad Banks of the Nile, which tells of a British 
soldier going off to war in Egypt at the time of the Napoleonic 
Wars. The melody is related to one that had been used for an 
Irish folk song.

The Banks of the Condamine appears to have been one of the 
most widely distributed of Australian bush songs. It had been 
reported from singers in northern Victoria and the Northern 
Territory, along with versions from New South Wales and 
Queensland.

Folk songs about work are fairly common in Australia, but 
VRQJV�DERXW�ORYH�DUH�VRPHZKDW�KDUGHU�WR�¿QG��The Banks of the 
Condamine is perhaps the best known of this rare species.

SATB
This piece may be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\�

THE BLACK VELVET BAND
This traditional folk song has versions from Ireland, Australia, 
England, Canada and the United States. It tells of a young man 
being tricked and betrayed by a pretty girl, resulting in his being 
charged with theft and sentenced to transportation for seven 
years to the penal colony of Van Diemen’s Land. Transportation 
to the British colonies in Australia was a much-used sentence 
by British and Irish courts in the 18th and 19th centuries. Seven 
years penal servitude, as dished out in The Black Velvet Band, 
was commonplace.

SATB and TBB
7KLV�DUUDQJHPHQW�LV�VFRUHG�IRU�WLQ�ZKLVWOH��ÀDJHROHW�LQ�*���)OXWH�
can be substituted if tin whistle is not available.   

This piece may also be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\���

TBB 
7KLV�DUUDQJHPHQW�LV�VFRUHG�IRU�SLDQR�DQG�WLQ�ZKLVWOH��ÀDJHROHW�LQ�
G). Flute can be substituted if tin whistle is not available.   

This piece may also be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\��

CABBAGE TREE HAT
The original poem was written by Charles Flower, a pioneer 
grazier who lived in the headwaters of the Dawson River in 
central Queensland. The tune is an Irish one called Rosin the 
Bow, which has been used for numerous other folk songs around 
the world.

A cabbage tree hat (also known as a cabbage palm hat) is a hat 
made from the leaves of the Livistona australis, also known as 
WKH�FDEEDJH�WUHH�SDOP��,W�LV�UHFRJQLVHG�DV�WKH�¿UVW�GLVWLQFWLYHO\�
Australian headwear in common use. Seeking protection from 
WKH�VXQ��HDUO\�(XURSHDQ�VHWWOHUV�VWDUWHG�WR�PDNH�KDWV�XVLQJ�¿EUH�
from the native palm, which soon became popular throughout 
the colonies. The process involved boiling, then drying and 
¿QDOO\�EOHDFKLQJ�WKH�OHDYHV��

SAB and SSA
7KLV�DUUDQJHPHQW�LV�VFRUHG�IRU�SLDQR�DQG�ÀXWH��EXW�YLROLQ�RU�
WLQ�ZKLVWOH��ÀDJHROHW�LQ�'�(E��FDQ�EH�VXEVWLWXWHG�LI�QHFHVVDU\���
$QRWKHU�RSWLRQ�LV�WR�SOD\�WKH�ÀXWH�SDUW�LQ�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�RFWDYH�
on the piano. 

This piece may also be accompanied by guitar. 

Alternative pitches are provided for tenors in certain places 
where the range is too low.



1854. The battle was the culmination of the Eureka Rebellion 
– a series of events involving a revolt by gold miners against 
the British administration in the colony of Victoria. The miners’ 
grievances centred around the cost (30 shillings per month) 
RI�PLQLQJ�SHUPLWV�DQG�WKH�RI¿FLRXV�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�V\VWHP�
administered.

On the day of the battle a combined force of close to 300 
soldiers and police staged a dawn attack on the 120-150 
miners who had remained within the stockade on the preceding 
6DWXUGD\�QLJKW��7KH�¿JKWLQJ�UHVXOWHG�LQ�DQ�RI¿FLDO�WRWDO�RI����
deaths and many injuries, with most of the casualties being 
amongst the miners.

Thirteen captured miners were later tried for high treason, 
but mass public support led to their acquittal. Several reforms 
sought by the rebels were subsequently implemented, including 
legislation providing for universal adult male suffrage for the 
Legislative Assembly elections and the removal of property 
TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�IRU�/HJLVODWLYH�$VVHPEO\�PHPEHUV��7KH�OHDGHU�RI�
the miners, Peter Lalor, went on to be elected to the Victorian 
parliament in 1855, eventually serving as speaker of the 
legislative assembly from 1880 to 1887.

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��ZLGHO\�GLIIHULQJ�RSLQLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�H[SUHVVHG�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�DQG�OHJDF\�RI�WKH�(XUHND�5HEHOOLRQ��
,Q�WKLV�DUUDQJHPHQW��D�¿IWK�YHUVH�KDV�EHHQ�DGGHG�ZKLFK�UHÀHFWV�
a positive point of view maintaining that Eureka was a seminal 
event and that it marked a major change in the course of 
Australian history.

The tune is based on the Irish folk song Kelly the Boy from 
Killane. 

SATB
The Solo at Verse 1 is suitable for any voice type. It may be sung 
by two or more voices, at the discretion of the conductor. 

This accompanied arrangement contains an “a cappella” section 
from Bar 54 to Bar 61, where the optional piano accompaniment 
can be used, again at the discretion of the conductor. 

The piece may also be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the tempi changes as 
ZHOO�DV�HQXQFLDWLRQ�DQG�H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
best convey the story.  

2-PART
The Solos at Verse 1 and Verse 5 are suitable for any voice type. 
They may be sung by two or more voices, at the discretion of 
the conductor. 

This accompanied arrangement contains an “a cappella” section 
from Bar 54 to Bar 61, where the optional piano accompaniment 
can be used, again at the discretion of the conductor. 

The piece may also be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the tempi changes as 
ZHOO�DV�HQXQFLDWLRQ�DQG�H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
best convey the story. 

THE DYING STOCKMAN
This Australian folk song had its origins in an English song 
called The Old Stable Jacket, which told of a dying stable-hand 
who wanted to be wrapped in his stable jacket and to have the 
implements of his trade buried along with him.

This song was learned by a young Horace Flower who had been 
VHQW�³KRPH´�WR�(QJODQG�IURP�$XVWUDOLD�WR�¿QLVK�KLV�HGXFDWLRQ��
On his return to Australia, he set new words to the song giving it 
a new life lamenting the death of a young stockman.

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\���

2-PART
The voicing in this arrangement is suitable for Tenor and 
Baritone as well as for unchanged or treble voices.

:KLOVW�LW�LV�VFRUHG�IRU�SLDQR�DQG�ÀXWH��D�YLROLQ�RU�WLQ�ZKLVWOH�
�ÀDJHROHW�LQ�'�(E��FDQ�EH�VXEVWLWXWHG�LI�QHFHVVDU\���$QRWKHU�
RSWLRQ�LV�WR�SOD\�WKH�ÀXWH�SDUW�LQ�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�RFWDYH�RQ�WKH�
piano. 

This piece may also be accompanied by guitar. 

Alternative pitches are provided in certain places where range is 
too low.

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\��

THE “CATALPA”
The events described in this song took place on 17-19 April 
1876. 

Between 1865 and 1867, British authorities rounded up 
supporters of the Irish Republican Brotherhood (known as 
Fenians), an Irish independence movement, and transported 
VL[W\�WZR�RI�WKHP�WR�WKH�SHQDO�FRORQ\�DW�)UHPDQWOH�LQ�:HVWHUQ�
Australia. They arrived on the ship Hougoumont on 9 January 
1868. In 1869, pardons were issued to many of the imprisoned 
Fenians. Another round of pardons was issued in 1871, after 
which only a small group of “military” Fenians remained in 
Western Australia.

In 1874, prisoner James Wilson secretly sent a letter to New 
York City journalist John Devoy, who worked to organize 
a rescue. Using donations collected from Irish-Americans, 
a Fremantle escapee John Boyle O’Reilly, then living in 
Boston, purchased the whaling ship, Catalpa, and sailed her to 
international waters off Rockingham, Western Australia. On 
���$SULO�������:LOVRQ�DQG�¿YH�RWKHU�)HQLDQV�ZRUNLQJ�RXWVLGH�
the prison walls boarded a whaleboat O’Reilly had dispatched, 
were taken aboard Catalpa and subsequently escaped to North 
America.

SATB

Verse 2 (Bar 54) could be allocated to one or two soloists.

This accompanied arrangement contains an “a cappella” 
section from Bar 171 to Bar 184, where the optional piano 
accompaniment can be used, at the discretion of the conductor. 

The piece may also be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\���

TTB
The Solo section at Verse 2 (Bar 54) may be substituted with 
two or more voices. 

This accompanied arrangement contains an “a cappella” 
section from Bar 171 to Bar 184, where the optional piano 
accompaniment can be used, at the discretion of the conductor. 

The piece may also be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\�

 CROSS OF THE SOUTH
Cross of the South tells the story of the Battle of the Eureka 
Stockade, which took place in Ballarat on Sunday, 3 December 



SATB
A soloist could be used for Verse 1. 

Stagger-breathe through the hummed pedal, bars 4 to 16. 

If needed, the Basses may also sing with the Tenors, for better 
balance, from Bar 32 to Bar 48. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the tempi changes as 
ZHOO�DV�HQXQFLDWLRQ�DQG�H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
best convey the story.

THE EUMERELLA SHORE
Eumerella Shore was published in The Old Bush Songs 1905, 
edited by A. B. Banjo Paterson. An earlier (longer) version 
was published in early 1861 in both Sydney and Launceston 
newspapers.

There is some confusion about the title of this song. There is a 
Eumeralla River in the Western District of Victoria. However, 
the reference in the song to Jack (John) Robertson, who was a 
member of the New South Wales parliament, suggests that the 
selection referred to in the song may be more correctly located 
in New South Wales.  Numeralla is a township in south-east 
New South Wales on the Umaralla River, just to the east of 
Cooma.

The tune was possibly taken from an American anti-slavery 
song, Darling Nelly Gray, written by Benjamin Hanby in 1856. 
His song, in turn, seems to have some relationship to the English 
folk song Maggie May.

SATB, SSA and 2-PART
7KLV�DUUDQJHPHQW�LV�VFRUHG�IRU�SLDQR�DQG�ÀXWH��EXW�D�YLROLQ�RU�WLQ�
ZKLVWOH��ÀDJHROHW�LQ�&��FDQ�EH�VXEVWLWXWHG�LI�QHFHVVDU\��$QRWKHU�
RSWLRQ�LV�WR�SOD\�WKH�ÀXWH�SDUW�LQ�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�RFWDYH�RQ�WKH�
piano. 

The piece may also be accompanied by guitar, bush bass and/or 
lagerphone (Monkey stick). 

,Q�%DU������LI�WKHUH�LV�QR�ÀXWH�LV�EHLQJ�XVHG��DGG�WKH�ÀXWH�SDUW�WR�
piano part by taking some of the treble chord notes with the left 
hand. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\�

JAMIE RAEBURN’S FAREWELL
This is a song about transportation to a penal colony, probably 
Australia, which, at the time, had several penal settlements. 
The nature of the crime is not mentioned in the song. However, 
the popular story is that Jamie Raeburn was a baker who was 
transported for theft. His sweetheart, Catherine Chandler, is 
purported to have told the following story of his misfortunes: 
“We parted at ten o’clock. Going home, Jamie met an 
acquaintance of his boyhood, who took him in to treat him for 
auld lang syne. Scarcely had they entered when some detectives 
appeared and apprehended them. Searched, apparently stolen 
property was found. They were tried and banished for life to 
Botany Bay. Jamie was innocent as the unborn babe, but his 
heartless companion spoke not a word of his innocence.”

The song dates from the 1830s and remains popular and widely 
known as part of the living tradition in Scotland today. The tune 
is the one used by the Tannahill Weavers in their recording.

SATB
The Solo opportunity at Verse 1 is suitable for either Baritone 
or Tenor. It may also be sung by a small group of two or more 
voices. 

This accompanied arrangement contains an “a cappella” 
section from Bar 98 to the end, where the optional piano 
accompaniment can be used, at the discretion of the conductor. 

The piece may also be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\���

JIM JONES AT BOTANY BAY
This very forceful Australian convict transportation song was 
probably written in the period 1825 to 1830, as it mentions the 
bushranger Jack Donahue who plied his trade during that time 
period. Charles Macalister, who drove bullock-teams in south-
HDVWHUQ�1HZ�6RXWK�:DOHV�LQ�WKH�����V��LQFOXGHG�WKH�WH[W�RI�WKLV�
remarkable convict ballad in his book of reminiscences, Old 
Pioneering Days in the Sunny South (1907). If not for this, it 
may never have become well-known.

,W�LV�D�YHU\�ELWWHU�DQG�GH¿DQW�VRQJ�RI�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�WR�WKH�SHQDO�
FRORQ\�LQ�%RWDQ\�%D\��,W�LV�QRW�FRPPRQ�WR�¿QG�VXFK�XQDVKDPHG�
UHVHQWPHQW�DQG�KDWUHG�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�D�VRQJ�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SHUVRQ��
Perhaps that is why the song has such impact.

SATB
The Solo from Bar 13 is suitable for either Bass or Baritone. 

The piece may also be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to tempi changes and to 
WKH�HQXQFLDWLRQ�DQG�H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�
convey the story.  

LAZY HARRY’S
It has been said of the old-time shearers that they would “work 
like horses and spend like asses”. They would work long, back-
breaking hours in the sheds during the shearing season, knock 
up a sizeable pay cheque and then set out for a “spree” in the 
distant city. Chances were that they would spend most, if not 
all, of the money before making it to their intended goal. Such 
is the story told in Lazy Harry’s, of two shearing mates who 
set out from Roto (a sheep station in south central New South 
Wales), at the end of the season, with a large cheque between 
WKHP��KHDGLQJ�IRU�6\GQH\��EXW�¿QGLQJ�WKH�EHHU�DQG�WKH�JLUOV�LQ�
Gundagai far too tempting.

This song is sometimes referred to as The Road to Gundagai, 
not to be confused with another song called Along the Road to 
Gundagai. More folksongs mention Gundagai than any other 
town in Australia.

SATB
Verse 5, Bar 108 to Bar 121 could be allocated as a Bass/
Baritone solo or split between 2 soloists.

This accompanied arrangement contains an “a cappella” 
section from Bar 141 to Bar 153, where the optional piano 
accompaniment can be used, at the discretion of the conductor. 

The piece may also be accompanied by guitar, bush bass and/or 
lagerphone (monkey stick).



In performance, pay particular attention to tempi changes and to 
WKH�HQXQFLDWLRQ�DQG�H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�
convey the story.  

TTBB
Bars 117 to 121 could be allocated as a Bass/Baritone solo.

This accompanied arrangement contains an “a cappella” 
section from Bar 141 to Bar 153, where the optional piano 
accompaniment can be used, at the discretion of the conductor. 

The piece may also be accompanied by guitar, bush bass and/or 
lagerphone (monkey mtick). 

In performance, pay particular attention to tempi changes and to 
WKH�HQXQFLDWLRQ�DQG�H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�
convey the story.  

THE LITTLE ROSEWOOD CASKET
This is a rather mournful American folk song that became 
popular in Australia. It tells of a dying woman and a casket 

of old love letters. The song was written in 1870 by two 
songwriters from Boston, Louis Goullaud and Charles A. White. 
A very early recording, under the title Little Rosebud Casket was 
made in 1924 by Ernest Thompson, a blind farmer and musician 
from North Carolina. It was released by Columbia records and, 
despite its rather sad theme, became a popular parlour song.

Around 1987 the song appeared as a sweet highlight on the 
Grammy-winning Trio album recorded by Dolly Parton, 
Emmylou Harris and Linda Ronstadt. Since then, it has been 
widely recorded by bluegrass and folk artists in America and 
elsewhere.

SSA
This unaccompanied arrangement contains a Solo (for soprano) 
from Bar 70 to the end. The opening eight bars could also be 
taken by a soloist.

In performance, pay particular attention to tempi changes and to 
WKH�HQXQFLDWLRQ�DQG�H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�
convey the story.  



GLOSSARY

ANDY’S GONE WITH CATTLE
Darling The Darling is the third-longest river in Australia, 
measuring 1,472 kilometres from its source in northern New 
South Wales to where it joins the Murray River at Wentworth, 
New South Wales.
drover A stockman/horseman who moves (droves) large herds 
of cattle or sheep overland, from one location to another. 
selection In some Australian colonies, under legislation dating 
from the 1860s, a plot of Crown land ‘selected’ by a person of 
limited means for the purpose of farming.
squatter In colonial Australia, someone who occupied a large 
tract of Crown land in order to graze livestock.

THE BANKS OF THE CONDAMINE
Condamine The Condamine is a river that rises on the western 
slopes of the Great Dividing Range near the Queensland-New 
6RXWK�:DOHV�ERUGHU��,W�ÀRZV�QRUWK�ZHVW�WKURXJK�WKH�'DUOLQJ�
Downs, past Dalby, turns west towards Chinchilla and then 
south-west where it meets the Dogwood Creek and becomes 
the Balonne River, a tributary of the Darling River.
jumbuck A male sheep.
moleskins Men’s trousers made from moleskin, a heavy 
cotton fabric with a short, soft pile on one side
ramstag mutton Tough, unsavoury meat from a sheep.
ringer The fastest shearer in a shearing shed.
Roma A town in central western Queensland about 480 km 
WNW of Brisbane.
selection In some Australian colonies, under legislation dating 
from the 1860s, a plot of Crown land ‘selected’ by a person of 
limited means for the purpose of farming.
squatter In colonial Australia, someone who occupied a large 
tract of Crown land in order to graze livestock.
tally The number of sheep shorn by a shearer during one day’s 
work.
tigering Hard work.

THE BLACK VELVET BAND
colleen A generic Irish term for girls/women.
porter A type of beer.
Van Diemen’s Land A colonial-era name for the island now 
known as Tasmania. The name was bestowed in 1642 by 
WKH�'XWFK�H[SORUHU�$EHO�7DVPDQ�LQ�KRQRXU�RI�$QWKRQ\�YDQ�
Diemen, Governor-General of the Dutch East Indies. On 1 
-DQXDU\������WKH�QDPH�ZDV�RI¿FLDOO\�FKDQJHG�WR�7DVPDQLD��
UHFRJQLVLQJ�$EHO�7DVPDQ�DV�WKH�¿UVW�NQRZQ�(XURSHDQ�WR�PDNH�
landfall on the island.

CABBAGE TREE HAT
brigalow Acacia harpophylla, is a native Australian tree 
EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�ZDWWOH�IDPLO\��,W�IRUPV�H[WHQVLYH�RSHQ�
forest communities on clay soils from central and coastal 
Queensland to northern New South Wales.

Cabbage tree hat A hat made from the leaves of the Livistona 
australis, also known as the cabbage-tree palm. It is recognised 
DV�WKH�¿UVW�GLVWLQFWLYHO\�$XVWUDOLDQ��KDQG�PDGH�KHDGZHDU�LQ�
general use.
the Dawson The Dawson is a river located in central 
Queensland. It rises in the Carnarvon Ranges and is a tributary 
of the Fitzroy River.

THE “CATALPA”
New Bedford�,Q�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH���WK�&HQWXU\��DQ�
important whaling port in Massachusetts, USA.
Fenians An umbrella term for the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood, with branches in Ireland and the USA, dedicated 
to the establishment of an independent Irish Republic.
screw Police, prison warders.

CROSS OF THE SOUTH - A BALLAD OF 
EUREKA STOCKADE
Cross of the South The Southern Cross, a constellation 
visible in the Southern Hemisphere.
stockade A defensive position consisting of a cleared area 
surrounded by a timber wall.

THE DYING STOCKMAN
billy A large tin can, usually with a wire handle, used to carry 
ZDWHU�DQG�WR�ERLO�ZDWHU�RYHU�DQ�RSHQ�¿UH��IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�
making tea.
bronzewing A group of pigeons native to Australia. They 
have distinctive iridescent wing patches that appear bronze or 
JUHHQ�EURZQ�LQ�GXOO�OLJKW��EXW�ÀDVK�LQ�PDQ\�EULJKW�FRORXUV�LQ�
the sun as the bird moves.
coolibah/coolabah Eucalyptus coolabah is a tree that occurs 
RQ�RFFDVLRQDOO\�ÀRRGHG�SODLQV�DQG�WKH�EDQNV�RI�LQWHUPLWWHQW�
streams and creeks in inland parts of New South Wales, South 
Australia, Queensland and the Northern Territory as well as 
the Kimberley region of Western Australia.
pannikin A small drinking cup made of metal and coated in 
enamel.

THE EUMERELLA SHORE
duffer A person engaged in stealing livestock.
Eumerella There is a Eumeralla River in the Western District 
of Victoria, but the song more likely refers to the Umaralla 
River, just to the east of Cooma, in New South Wales.
free selection In some Australian colonies, under legislation 
dating from the 1860s, a plot of Crown land ‘selected’ by a 
person of limited means for the purpose of farming.
Jack Robertson Sir John Robertson, best remembered for 
the Robertson Land Acts of 1861 which sought to open up the 
selection of Crown land by poorer farmers and thereby break 
the monopoly of the squatters.
squatter In colonial Australia, someone who occupied a large 
tract of Crown land in order to graze livestock.



LAZY HARRY’S
cut out, sheds had all shearing sheds where the shearing 
VHDVRQ�KDG�¿QLVKHG��
Gundagai A small country town about 400km south-west 
of Sydney. Perhaps more than any other Australian locality, 
Gundagai has long been referenced in a great many stories, 
songs and poems from Australia’s history.
knocked down Spent.
nobbler a measure of spirits.
Roto A large sheep station in western New South Wales.
sheds Shearing sheds.
spree A celebration/party/good time, usually involving the 
consumption of alcohol.
three spot cheque A cheque for three hundred pounds.
whips and whips of rhino Lots and lots of money.
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SANDRA MILLIKEN (b. 1961) is a highly acclaimed 
conductor, composer and arranger of choral music, based in 
Brisbane, Australia. A music and education graduate of the 
University of New England, she also holds a Masters degree in 
choral conducting from the University of Queensland.

In 2001 Sandra was awarded a Churchill Fellowship that 
enabled her to further her studies in choral conducting 
and vocal/choral pedagogy. During this time she had the 
opportunity to observe, and work with, many international 
choral music specialists in England, Sweden, Finland, the 
United States and Canada.

Sandra has had a long involvement with choral music. From 
1995 to 2008, she was on the staff of Queensland Youth 
Choir, conducting several of their ensembles, and in 2006 
was appointed the QYC Artistic Director. In 2007 she took up 
the position of Conductor of the much-awarded Blackstone-
Ipswich Cambrian Choir where she remained until 2016. 
From late 2015 until early 2018 she was Music Director of 
the highly-acclaimed Sunshine Coast Oriana Choir. She is 
currently the Music Director of the Bayside Divas.

Sandra has achieved international recognition as an Australian 
composer specialising in choral music. Her compositions 
GHPRQVWUDWH�D�VWURQJ�$XVWUDOLDQ�LQÀXHQFH�WKDW�UHÀHFWV�KHU�
LQWHUHVWV�LQ�LQGLJHQRXV�ODQJXDJHV��HFOHFWLF�LQÀXHQFHV�DQG�WH[WV�
by contemporary Australian writers. Her works have been 
performed by choirs in Europe, the United Kingdom, North 
America, south-east Asia, China, Japan, New Zealand and 
Australia.

Sandra has her own choral music series – Choral Vivace – 
published by Edition Peters London. She also has a collection 
of mainly a cappella works in English, Finnish and Latin that 
is published by the Finnish company Sulasol.

Sandra has an avid interest in, and commitment to, promoting 
Australian choral music through her choral workshops 
and international invitations. As an adjudicator and music 
HGXFDWRU��6DQGUD�KDV�WUDYHOOHG�H[WHQVLYHO\�ZLWKLQ�$XVWUDOLD�DQG�
internationally to Singapore, China, Hong Kong, Canada, the 
United States, England, Belgium and Finland.

For further information about Sandra, her compositions and 
arrangements, visit https://www.sandramilliken.com.au.
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PART 1

TITLES IN THE ANTHOLOGY

PART 1
Andy’s Gone with Cattle

The Banks of the Condamine

The Black Velvet Band

Cabbage Tree Hat

The “Catalpa”

Cross of the South - a Ballad of Eureka Stockade

The Dying Stockman

The Eumerella Shore

Jamie Raeburn’s Farewell

Jim Jones at Botany Bay

Lazy Harry’s

The Little Rosewood Casket

PART 2
Moreton Bay

My Name is Ben Hall

My Son Ted

The Queensland Drover

The Reedy Lagoon

Shores of Botany Bay

The Springtime it Brings on the Shearing

With My Swag All on My Shoulder

For full details re the Anthology, each individual title, 
downloads and rehearsal tracks, visit:
• https://kodaly.org.au/resources/;
• https://cuskellycollegeofmusic.com; or
• https://www.sandramilliken.com.au/catalogue-

anthologies/
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