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Foreword

In the introduction* to his book of paintings titled The Holy Fool, artist, writer, and cartoonist
Michael Leunig writes:

"Only in recent years have | come to realise that what | have been so constantly depicting, is the
world of the holy fool: the people, the creatures, the circumstances and the peculiar eco-system
of the spirit . . ."

He describes the holy fool as “a humble being . . . who says out loud quite cheerfully what others
only dare to whisper” and “who brings relief and healing by expressing what has been repressed,
or by articulating some unspoken universal grief.”

He also suggests that underlying the pursuit of creativity in affluent societies there may be
an intuitive attempt to recover “the capacity for wonder, spontaneity, playfulness, openness,
mindfulness and access to raw beauty, the qualities that were so natural and easy in childhood.”

It is in the spirit of these qualities that the texts for the songs in this collection have been chosen,
guided by the commission set by Dr. James Cuskelly and the Queensland Kodaly choir to make
up melodies for about 20 short songs based on Mr Leunig’s works. This inspiring brief also asked
for the songs to be easily learned by ear, accessible to novice and experienced singers alike,
shorter rather than longer, simple rather than complex, with singable tunes, and lyrics that reveal
the human condition and reflect the inclusive, egalitarian and community-building values of the
choir.

What a fabulous challenge! It has been a privilege and a joy to undertake this task, especially to
labour within the trust of James Cuskelly and the generosity and goodwill of Michael Leunig
himself, whose warm reply to the idea included these words:

Dear James... | would be delighted for you to use any texts in the creation of choral music. . . . It
has been my greatest honour and my deepest most joyful sense of fulfilment to know that various
of my texts have become songs over the years. . . Might | say that when | create these texts | have
had a sort of ‘musicality’ going on somewhere deep inside me - which seems to facilitate the
writing process and makes it all very pleasurable in the end.

With best wishes, Michael Leunig.

My hope for these tunes is that they fulfil the brief and travel through the air like seeds on the
breeze and grow wherever they land. Arrange them dear choir leaders, select the ones that suit
your group, add harmonies and accompaniments. It will be the greatest reward if people sing
them!

With love and gratitude,
Fay White Singer- Songmaker, Sept 2023

* Regressive Painting and the Holy Fool
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Michael Leunig Songs of Peace and Simplicity
Music by Fay White
Foreword

Alphabetical Index of titles.

Notation by Wendy Rowlands First lines

1. Apology to insects Dear little ant

2. Care is the Cure - Hymn Care is the cure

3. Let it Ring When the heart is cut

4. Love is Born Love is Bomn

5. Moments of no Consequence Moments of no consequence

6. My Big Toe My Big Toe is an honest man

7. Pat the Dog Feeling dull, miserable and sad?

8. Peace Peace is my drug

9. Plodder’s Prayer God give me a quiet week

10. Sitting on the Fence Come sit down beside me

11 Small Towns There is a little town called me

12. Spring Love Song Life is just a little branch we land on
13. The First Day of School The first day of school . ..

14. The Summer Palace — melody and 3 part Make a little garden in your pocket
15. The Trains The trains aren’t running on time
16. The Wee Dark Hours The angel of the wee dark hours
17. Tiny Little Boat God bless this tiny little boat

18. Wanted Wanted - not dead but alive and well
19. What's the Use? What's the use of this little hand?
20. Winter of Beautiful Things A storm in a teacup

21. Winter Prayer —in E and Eb The little frog in joyful praise . . .



APOLOGY TO INSECTS

Dear Iiﬂ'le ant wha F /\ave W€ done to Y ou ‘)

VVG Adiod not Undcrsfana/ I’Re work you o(o;
W\e (i fe You b”"g, l'l'le Magi( your P"OV"O(Q,
Ihsl’eao( we Spr‘ageo( gou w{M ihSecficia(e.
We killed the bugs, we killed Fhe land,
We kill the Haings we do not UndersFand.
We're solry life has goF o Sad and Sick,

We J'USI‘ don't undersfand whaf makes us (‘icL.
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Apology to insects

Lyrics: Michael Leunig
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HYMN

(ﬂf”e is T‘e cure.

It 1s slow,

|bis raw ,

v is pure.

It is simple and pare.
I} is real.

It is bold,

I} is there.
Nothing is newer
Or older.

Or wiser,
Or truer.

(are is the cure. R ol i
Leums
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Care is the cure

J.=5g ' Words: Michael Leunig
Genﬂy rocking Music: Fay White
Intro E
N &
) 4 .*LI.'H [ 1 |
AI { % | i j ; }
-, & =S H ] | ;J d' P
e) i -
A Asusd)
) 4 %
pT A 3V k18 N
Zy. 10 e Fd yd = Z 7 p—
f fam) T o r.N PN ry N
NV A | | |
D) =5 < & e ® & < & = &
Care isthe cu-re It is
A E(sus4)
0 4 ¢
& e L0 \
A ) 1 & v [r— ey &
[fam} il 1 .  — Iy | B | - | — 1 -\ I
ANV iﬁ Al 1 | N ] I a ] 1 1 { N ]
e) & 5 ¢ g -‘;/—6- 6 6 = = - - -
slow itis raw it is pu-re_ it is sim ple and
E(sus4) E Esusd) E A A(sus4) A
) & 4
&8 1L N\, 3\ N
AV 1 = 4 V4 y
[ {am) T r -\ PN
ANV 1 A 1 ] A ° A
[3) T e - i‘ T & € & ® ~————
g I
bare It is real it is bold it is there
D A
% 4 % | |
o LTl 1 { 1 f
Al % 1 | | T
[ Ham) at i &2 7 s ]
A\Y4 i 64- e
e) ~———
Noth- ing is  new- er
D A
) & ¢
)T A%l ) | f N
o — = ] ] ! &
) o = = €
e) —~—~
or old - er or wis - er  or true - er
E7 A
0 s #
i a— ; ; e i y S— —
[ fam) i { | i | 1 | & & °
A do d Py d ‘_‘_ 0 d. < <
e) - —~
Care isthe cu-re
E’ A
H » &
A T kil ’ f N
FA 1L ] 1 y 2
[Ham] kil 1 i &
LY c)- . 0 & 0 d. <

Care is the cu-re




i When the lﬂearf

ls cut op cracked o broken

Do not clutch it
Let the wound Jie open

Lef the wind
From the jood OH Seq How I

7o bathe the wound with salf
And let it sting.

Lel a shﬂy JOj lick ;f

;\et a bird | ea? tM‘le of Eah
simple song like a Finy bell
And et if ring '




Let it ring
(When the heart is cut)
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[ove is born
W(rﬁ a da#‘k and froubled Face,

When hope is dead

And in tAe most unlikely quce
LoVe 1S bobh,

Love is always born.

7k



(This can be sung in a round)
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Love is born

1.(Love is born..)

Lyrics: Michael Leunig

Music: Fay White
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Seem to make 4 lot of sense
Like the gentle pitter pafrer
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[eunig



Commissioned by, and arranged for, the Queensland Kodaly Choir Inc. 2022.
Creating a lasting legacy of Australian choral music.

Moments of no consequence

J.=74 Words: Michael Leunig
Gently Music: Fay White
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My BIG TOE
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My big toe

Lyrics: Michael Leunig

J=92 Music: Fay White
Brightly
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Pat the dog

J=120 Words: Michael Leunig

Intro Music: Fay White

A Moderate Swing
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Peace is my drug

Lyrics: Michael Leunig

J=60 Music: Fay White
Slow cool blues
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(‘ PLoDpERS PRAYER

God give me a quiet year,
No\'lnihg, foo amazing_,
Norking too far up rhe creek,
[ need fo dosome grazing.

God please let me simply plod
A pal‘h Fhat's not Foo rough .
Befng, me is very odd

And that 1 quife enough .

-
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Plodders Prayer

This can be sung as a round

- J=108 Words: Michael Leunig
Very steadily Music: Fay White
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Sitting on the fence

(Come sit
J=132 ) Lyrics: Michael Leunig
A gentle lilt Music: Fay White
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Small_Towns.
Theve s a little town called Me You. Me
Where things avent what tey used fo be
And nearby is the foun of Yoy
Which is getting Fived too.

But we can take (4e morning bus
And travel to tRe town of Us;

A larger louder place with bells;
With parks and schools and wishing wells; <
Churches , restaurants and shops

Potatoes, pumpkn, peas and chops ;
Some ginger sponge , a cup of tea
Then back again to You ond Me. e

L [
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Small Towns
(Story telling style)

Words: Michael Leunig

. Music: Fay Whit
Lively and freely usic: Fay ¥vhite
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SPRING LOVE SONG

Li(a ]SJMS(’ a [itHe branch
we ’ano{ on;
A f‘iny PQNA Fo Stand on a$

we Lall down From the sky
A SP”“%U ('wia‘ a Flowev we

Khadn't F/unneo( an
To love with sweet abandon

while we live and as we die.
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Spring love song

Words: Michael Leunig

‘= 100 Music: Fay White
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The first day of school

J.=60 Words: Michael Leunig
- ic: Fay Whi
Brightly and sparkly Music: Fay White
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Tle Summen Palace 2o
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Make o fittle g/ﬂb‘/k in your Foc/rzf.
Plamt your cuffs with radiskes amd rocket
Lef a ,anssion frut crawl up yowr /-[\%
Grow Seme arejvma n yamn FI#

Make a steamy  compost of ymun {ears.
Trw“e irrig,qfe yw [{fe Wil'( fears .

Let youn troubled mind become a trellis.
Tavn qu heavt inte @ Summer ra[ﬂe
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The Summer Palace

mel oo\ﬂ Words: Michael Leunig
Music: Fay White

Intro (freely)
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Playful swing
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of your fears. Tri - ckle irr - i - gate your life " with  tears
rit.
Freely and slower ’
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Let your troub - led mind be - come a trel - lis
Broadly and blossoming
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Turn your heart in - 1O a sum- mer pa - - lace
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The Summer Palace

Intro (freely)

3 parts

Words: Michael Leunig
Music: Fay White
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{not swung)
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THE TRAINS AREN'T RUNNING |}

ON TIME BUT (T DoESN'T
MATTER BECAUSE THE
CLOLK ISN'T WORKING
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The trains aren't running on time
F (a 2-8 part round)

Lyrics: Michael Leunig .

Music: Fay White
1.(begin round) 2. 3
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The trains aren't run-ning on time but itdoes - n't mat-ter be-cause the
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sta - tion clock, tick, tock, tick tock, is - n't work-ing

The



The angel of the wee dark hours

Visits you and brings you FHlowers

And lays them on your worried heart

And turns your darkness into art;

A leap of faith, an act of love,

A vision from the stars above

And all your troubles on this earth

Can find redeynph'on and rebir‘fh

In fragrance from these happy Flowers
That lead you through the wee dark hours.

L
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The wee dark hours

Gently and a little freely

Lyrics: Michael Leunig
Music: Fay White
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Goa( Elesﬁ l’Lu’s f'l'“y [Ht]e boat
And me wlo Fravels in iF;
/f sfa?s af(oar For gews an o 7€ar~s

Ar\a( sinks within a minunte .

Ai\d So \'Ke Soul v wln'c/\ wé Sa‘\/

u'\ khowr\ ’03 %ear& of I’fin '(;h?
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The minute that it's sinking.
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Freely (rubato)

Tiny little boat

Words: Michael Leunig
Music: Fay White
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Wanted
)

80

Rollicking (with a flamenco flare)
{accompanying rhythm)

Lyrics: Michael Leunig
Music: Fay White
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\/\/KM"S He Use of thts little hand .
([\”’\Ak'S (’KQ Use o( H\\S little Qge -

WHZat's the use of this little mout®
fo% all tie wor/d is broken °

Make a cake with this [ittle hand-

Make « fear Witk this  [ittle ege |
Make a word with this little  pouth
WK@»\ d“ ﬁfe, wor!a( iS ‘Or‘o/(em
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What's the use

J.=30 Words: Michael Leunig
Simple flow Music: Fay White
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(ﬁ WINTER
A Storm in @ tea Cup;

a rkunde"% H\iha.

The rain tumbles down and
the heart starts to sing.

A Flicker of lightning,
the Sk‘g starts to drop,
The flowers in the vase
do a strange Iittle hop.
The candle flame wobbles,
a hiny hell rings,

MY cup runneth over with
beautiful H\i“as'

- s
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Winter of beautiful things

Words: Michael Leunig

=9 Music: Fay White
Guitar intro
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WINTER PRAYER

The little frog in Joyful praise has croaked
The winter's quief heavenl, fog has come.
The paddocks and the bush are softly cloaked

In peaceful beautiful dlelirium.

Oh holy mist come fo our heart and mind

Come gently to the troubles and the paing

Make soft the angry shapes that clash and grind
Make beautiful rhe scaps and ugly Stains.

Yet listen for the }oyful frog. and thrill.
Look Softly as the migt of love comes in.
Be sHll, forgive, adore with all gour wil,

And touch the softer, simpler world within .

u
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Winter prayer
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Music: Fay White
A gentle pace
_Q 4 ¥ . A E
i Y - — = =
l\ryﬂ AN 12 & o o : Iy 1;
D) v ~— . g T &
The lit-tle frog. in  joy - ful praise has croaked The
7 = 7
)« %, A 6 £ A B
A=  —— < .
A —— ) ] © —N ! —
e ¢ € @ €& ¢ g ¥glg = = -/ @ e ¢ &
~ @& - —
win-ter's qui-et heaven-ly fog_ has come The pad-docks and the bush
iy T = 1
o) ﬁ 7., b 8 E B I\ ! E
A b e—r — , e — :
s g ==5 ‘
il are soft - ly clothed in peace-ful beau-ti- ful__ diler - i - um
—
w E A EEE A
1L | — fre— f
o i = =
e) -" A ~ & & kol -“ & - @
Oh hol-y mist_come to our heart and mind, comegen-tly  to the
,. B E A B
——Q & LTI e N kN
oy —t— ) S — 7  S—
ANV 3 1 N A} I N
e e 3. -~ —T — N € ¢ @ =
S z- —
trou-ble and the pains__ - Make soft  the ang-ry shapes__ that
i 7
hnow BB E B - | E E
H g Y N — ] —
s = ' I P ®
TS)/ L ﬁ‘ R I ﬁv ©
clash and  grind, make beau-ti - ful__ the scars andug - ly stains
0 & %, A E E .
)7 A BVAiIE ) 1 N 1
foo—r—— — ] S = & —
Yet lis-ten for the joy-ful frog and thrill Look sof-tly as the mist
7 B’ =
N B A E A E
A ¥ =
@ i I ¢ fe) . = - 1 h ‘
® LR ~ A v e g T
__ of love comes in Be_ still,___for-give, a-dore with all__ your will
’, o=
sk, A B E
D vi T - i ¥
H— € e oo == ¢
[3) > & e € © @ — -

and touch the soft-er  sim-ple world with-in_
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Winter prayer
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