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FOREWORD

This collection of folksong arrangements is part of the Queensland Kodály Choir Legacy Project. The 
purpose of this project is to foster choral singing, not only in Australia, but also, in broader terms, to 
support singing around the globe. The choir has engaged outstanding musician-composers to develop 
choral material which is accessible, but musically interesting; easily sung without being trite; and with 
text that expresses something of the spirit of the people. Indeed, it is intended that these songs capture and 
express the industry and aspiration of many people across a range of contexts. 

It is important to recognise that the folksongs in this collection originated in, or were brought to Australia, 
during the colonial period, and that, as a nation, we now understand that this was a period of appropriation, 
domination and genocide. 

We say sorry to Australia’s First Peoples and acknowledge that much harm was done during this time. 

However, it is equally important to recognise that European settlement in Australia was initially established 
as a means of dealing with burgeoning numbers of British convicts. Irish nationals, in particular, were 
over-represented in the processes of incarceration and transport, with the loss of homeland and belonging 
still resonating through the archive. While many never survived the brutal conditions, the few who were 
pardoned were cast into a world that provided little real freedom or self-determination. The spirit of rebellion 
remained evident in many of the songs and it seems that life for the majority of early European Australians 
was characterised by hardship, oppression and adversity. The unforgiving environment, unpredictable 
climate, lack of infrastructure and isolation meant that those who sought to sustain themselves on the land 
battled to survive. Australia’s remoteness was no guarantee of protection from global geo-political forces 
and indeed, stirrings in Britain and Europe all had significant impacts in the new world.  

The hardship of life in a new colony is writ large in this collection, and themes of struggle, loss, oppression 
and rebellion appear repeatedly. The universality of the human condition is foregrounded here and the songs 
serve to remind us of the inevitability of challenge in our lives, both past and present. It is the understanding 
of the shared human experience which underscores the value of these songs, not as a celebration of great 
global power, but as a call for solidarity with all who suffer injustice, marginalisation and a lack of respect. 
Indeed, such songs are less an endorsement of the past, but rather serve more powerfully as a signpost 
towards a more enlightened and fulfilling future for all.

Most of the titles in the Anthology are presented in two or more arrangements, across a variety of different 
voicings. This has been done with the express purpose of making the songs accessible to choirs of varying 
ages, abilities and vocal mixes. Available in a two-part Anthology and also as individual titles, each of the 
arrangements is supplemented by performance notes, a glossary of terms, and rehearsal tracks.

I welcome the publication of these arrangements and resources, and it is my earnest hope that they will be 
further welcomed by choral directors and singers across this country, and even beyond – indeed by all those 
who value the art of choral music and who believe that the past holds valuable messages for us here in the 
present and into the future. 

Dr James Cuskelly OAM
Director, Cuskelly College of Music
Past President, International Kodály Society
Adjunct Professor, University of Queensland (School of Education)

30 May 2023
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